INTRODUCTION

servant of Hades, a "priest" or sacrificer, who is sent
to fetch the appointed victims.

The other characters speak for themselves. Cer-
tainly Pheres can be trusted to do so, though we must
remember that we sec him at an unfortunate moment.
The aged monarch is not ;it his best, except perhaps
in mere righting power. I doubt if he w;is really as
cynical as he here professes to be.

In the above criticisms I feel that I may have done
what critics are so apt to do. I have dwelt on
questions of intellectual interest and perhaps thereby
diverted attention from that quality in the play which
is the most important as well as by far the hardest to
convey; I mean the sheer beauty and delightful-
ness of the writing. It is the earliest elated play of
Euripides which has come down to us. True, he was
over forty when he produced it, but it is noticeably
different from the works of his old age. The numbers
are smoother, the thought less deeply scarred, the
language more charming and less passionate. If it: be
true that poetry is bred out of joy and sorrow, one feels
as if more enjoyment and less suffering had gone to
the making of the Alcestis th;m to that of tiu; hitcr
plays.
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